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And the Survey Says...

In an effort to better understand the opinions
of the community, the village recently con-
ducted a survey to learn what residents think
about community services, future initiatives
and life in general about Canal Winchester.
Surveys were mailed to all 2,553 households
within the village’s corporation limits. Eight
hundred sixty four surveys were returned
with responses, for an unprecedented 33
percent return rate!

The survey results indicated general support
for the activities in Canal Winchester and
high marks for its quality of life and small
town appeal. However, residents also made
several excellent suggestions for improve-
ment as well as insight on specific issues
where village leaders should focus their at-
tention.

Of those who responded to the survey, 72
percent believe things in Canal Winchester
are headed in the right direction, 95 percent
indicated they enjoy living in Canal Win-
chester and 60 percent of residents are either
satisfied or very satisfied with every service
they were asked to rate. Top rated services/
amenities were safety of neighborhoods,
distance to commercial areas and police pro-
tection. Areas with lower levels of satisfac-
tion were employment opportunities, traffic
in Canal Winchester, and the amount of
parks, open space and recreation.

More than half of all residents described the
quality of life in Canal Winchester as having
a small-town atmosphere, safe neighbor-
hoods to raise children, a historic, charming
downtown, a family-friendly environment
and close to a big city without the hassles.
Residents also felt they are kept informed

about what is happening in Canal Winches-
ter, with 78 percent of respondents agreeing
they know what is going on in the village.
However, only 34 percent of respondents felt
their friends living outside of Canal Win-
chester have a sense of all it has to offer.

Seventy eight percent of respondents indi-
cated they do the majority of their shopping
and dining in Canal Winchester. This shows
very strong support of local businesses by
residents and could be important data when
trying to attract new business to the area.
Types of businesses residents would most
like to see in Canal Winchester include more
retail, healthcare, professional services and
light industrial firms.

If the village were to acquire more parkland,
over 50 percent of respondents indicated that
their first or second choice amenity would be
the addition of a walking or bike path. This

preference was followed by more picnic
areas, a shelter house and open green space.

When asked if they had contacted village
staff over the past year to resolve an issue,
only 34 percent of respondents indicated
they had. Of those who had an opinion, 79
percent said that staff addressed their con-
cern quickly and 75 percent said they were
satisfied with the response. Eighty six per-
cent of respondents said they are satisfied
with law enforcement services provided by
the Fairfield County Sherift’s Office.

Full results of the survey are available on the
village’s Web site at
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov.
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Mayor Ebert’s 2009 State of the Village Address

Mavor
L Michags, ESERL
/

It has been an honor to serve the
residents of Canal Winchester over
the past year. While I have called
this vibrant community home for
more than forty years, I can honestly
say I have never been more proud of
Canal Winchester than I am today.
The magnitude to which our citizens
and businesses take pride in their
community and the dedication of
our Village Council and the employ-
ees of our municipality still contin-
ues to impress me.

Although economic times are tough
and many communities across the
nation are facing hardship, it is with
great pleasure that I report that the
state of our village remains strong.
Thank you to our Council, staff, resi-
dents and the business community.
It is because of you that we are
where we are today - together you
make Canal Winchester an incredi-
ble place to live and work.

Our finances experienced another
year of stable growth in 2008. The
village ended the year with revenues

slightly under disbursements due to
a large debt pay down made in Sep-
tember, which allowed for a good
beginning for 2009. The village will
continue to exhibit a very conserva-
tive financial posture for 2009,
keeping a close watch on the local
and national economies.

In addition to working hard to main-
tain our solid financial standing, we
saw many important projects come
to fruition during 2008. Early in the
year we launched our newly de-
signed Web site, which offers more
information, has a cleaner look and
is easier to navigate. This site is con-
stantly updated with new informa-
tion, and I encourage you to check
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov fre-
quently to stay up to date on all vil-
lage activities.

After a six year dispute over a 2002
Wastewater Service Agreement be-
tween us and the Village of Lithopo-
lis, we were able to put our differ-
ences behind us and come to an ami-
cable agreement between our two
municipalities.

Canal Winchester garnered much
attention this past year for the com-
pletion of its unique West Columbus
Street reconstruction project, one of
the only streets of its kind in the
Midwest. The primary goals of the
project were to replace deteriorated
roadway and sidewalks, improve
drainage and traffic safety, and en-

hance street lighting. These im-
provements were made while pro-
tecting several large diameter trees
along the roadway that our Urban
Forester and the Street Tree Advi-
sory Board identified as desirable to
maintain. Additionally, to protect
the environment in the surrounding
neighborhood, the village chose to
use a pervious concrete on the street
-side parking areas, which will im-
prove drainage, reduce flooding and
improve the condition of surround-
ing trees over time.

After several years in the works,
ground was broken on the area’s
first 24-hour, full-service emergency
center. The medical campus, de-
signed to grow along with the com-

' | munity, is a collaboration between
& Mount Carmel Health System and

Fairfield Medical Center. Construc-
tion on the 34,000 square-foot facil-

,‘ | ity, which will be located at the U.S.

Route 33 and the Hill-Diley Road
interchange, began last October and
is expected to be complete before the
end of this year. In addition to the
emergency center, the campus will
include a medical office building,
which has already received great in-
terest. Therefore the developer,
Daimler Group, has already in-
creased the building square footage
by 15 percent, for a total of 47,000
square feet.



http://www.canalwinchesterohio.gov

Nearly 20 years in the making, this
past year we saw the milestone
demolition of the former Parker’s
Marathon gas station located in the
heart of downtown Canal Winches-
ter. We worked closely with the
Franklin County Commissioners, the
Franklin County Treasurer and the
Canal Winchester Main Street Pro-
gram to have the vacant site cleared.
During 2009 we will work with the
Central Ohio Community Improve-
ment Corporation and the Ohio De-
partment of Development on the site
cleanup process. These efforts will
ensure a shovel-ready site for a new
redevelopment project in the down-
town area.

A mobile community watch program
kicked off in the village during 2008,
and in December, the Fairfield
County Sheriff’s Office set aside a
community watch vehicle for use in
Canal Winchester by the program’s
citizen observers. The purpose of
this program is to deter crime as well
as raise awareness and residential
safety in the community through the
commitment of local volunteers.
With the help of the Fairfield County
Sheriff’s Office, which runs the com-
munity watch program, we have
been able to increase the safety of
our neighborhoods at little cost to
the village.

Park upgrades began in 2007 thanks
to the assistance of a Nature Works
grant from the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources for Walnut Creek
Park. Upgrades consisted of a large
multi-purpose field, an access road
and a parking lot. Acquisition of the
George Bareis Nature Preserve por-
tion of the park was also funded
through the Clean Ohio grant pro-
gram administered locally by the
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Com-
mission. This area includes leisure
paths and creek access and is for
passive recreation.

The park upgrades project continued
in 2008 with Council approving con-
cept plans for Westchester Park,
Walnut Creek Park and James Kelley
III Preserve. Phase I improvements
at Westchester Park, which con-
sisted of landscaping and the instal-
lation of a play set, is already com-
plete. The dedication of James Kel-
ley 111 Preserve also took place in
2008, and includes land previously
acquired from Eastside Properties,
Dominion Homes and Temple Is-
rael. The area, which is intended for
passive recreation, contains the cov-
ered bridge, creek access and leisure
trails.

Music & Art in the Park kicked off
the village’s events for 2008 in May
with attendance up from previous
years. This year’s Music & Art in the
Park series took on a new format
with each event having live music
and activities tied to a different

theme. Another successful event that

§ surpassed attendance expectations

was the Chamber’s first Taste of Ca-

' nal Winchester. The event made its
£ debut with more than 400 guests!

Winning top honors was the Labor
Day festival, which also set atten-
dance records and was awarded the
Festival of the Year by the Greater
Ohio Showmen’s Association for its
2007 festival. The year’s events came
to a close with Canal Winchester’s

Christmas in the Village and Break-
fast with Santa events. An estimated
2,000 people braved the cold and
poor road conditions to attend the
annual storybook Christmas celebra-
tion and tickets for the popular
breakfast sold out well in advance.




Severe weather played a large role in I would be remiss not to mention the The success of our local businesses
several businesses that located or
expanded their operations in Canal
Winchester during 2008. While
there were a few businesses that
downsized or closed their doors, we
fared much better than most com-
munities.

2008, with record snow, rain and
wind making this past year one
that’s sure to be remembered. In
March we saw the biggest single-day
snow storm in Ohio’s recorded his-
tory, with more than 20 inches of
snow being reported in some areas
of central Ohio. Following record
snows, we had one of the wettest
springs and early summers I can re-
member. September finished off the
severe weather trend when remnant
winds from Hurricane ITke swept
through Ohio, doing millions of dol-
lars of damage to Franklin County
alone.

Fortunately, we have a capable pub-
lic works crew that sprung into ac-
tion immediately during each
weather event and worked diligently
to keep streets clear, grass mowed
and limbs and other storm debris
cleaned up. We should also be
thankful that the village was able to
recoup much of the costs associated
with the severe weather in 2008
through assistance from Franklin
County Emergency Management
and Homeland Security.
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New and expanded businesses in
2008 included:

Meijer (Hill-Diley Interchange)
AK Athletics (Howe Industrial
Parkway)

Burger King (Gender Road)
Dollar Tree (Winchester
Square on Gender Road)
Safety Occupational Testing
Services (Howe Industrial
Parkway)

Miss Marci’s Sweet Treats
(High Street)

Anytime Fitness (Winchester
Square on Gender Road)
Tobin Merritt Associates
(Howe Industrial Parkway)

Dr. Tobin Chiropractics (Howe
Industrial Parkway)

Garden Herb Shop & Radiant
Living (W. Waterloo Street)
Culligan Water Systems (Howe
Industrial Parkway)

Altercare of Canal Winchester
Rehabilitation Center (Thrush
Drive)

Mr. Rooter (mobile truck)
Fastenal (Howe Industrial
Parkway)

Radio Shack (Gender Road)
AT&T (Gender Road)

Delmar’s Baja Mexican
(Winchester Square on Gender
Road)

Need to Bead (Gender Road)
Allstate Contractors (W. Wa-
terloo Street)

Lannie’s Signature Soups

(High Street)

provides a valuable tax base to our
community and they are a contribu-
tor to our solid financial status. We
have seen significant economic de-
velopment in the recent past, with
several other projects slated for com-
pletion in 2009. Much of this devel-
opment has taken place around the
Hill-Diley Road corridor, with an
estimated $40 million of investment
expected in this area between late
2007 and the end of 2009.

Another contributor to the village’s
well being is the local school district.
A major factor in the success of the
Canal Winchester School District’s
future will be the outcome of its op-
erating levy, which will be on voters’
ballots in May. I encourage you to
learn as much as possible about
what this levy means for the schools
and the effect your vote will have on
our community.

In line with our economic develop-
ment efforts, the village conducted
two focus group sessions with busi-
ness and community leaders, devel-
opers and public officials to better
understand their perception of Canal
Winchester. This group offered in-
sight on what the village is doing
well, where it could improve and
what it should consider for the fu-
ture related to development.

AL



In addition to feedback on economic

development, an important resident jected completion of the Manifold &

outreach initiative was undertaken
in late in 2008, when a comprehen-
sive community survey was sent to
the more than 2,500 households lo-
cated within the village’s corporation
limits. The purpose of this survey
was to learn what residents think
about community services, future
initiatives and life in general in Ca-
nal Winchester, with results being
used for planning in 2009 and be-
yond. Demonstrating how involved
our residents are in their commu-
nity, we received a response rate of
over 30 percent. This is more than
six times the average response rate
for mailed surveys!

Speaking of planning, much prepa-
ration has already taken place for
this year, with several initiatives
slated for 2009. One such project is
the highly anticipated completion of
the Mount Carmel/Fairfield Medical
emergency center expected to open
by the end of this year. The center
will have access to ground and air
transport services and will be staffed
by emergency medicine physicians,
emergency-trained nurses, ER tech-
nicians and support associates. The
campus will also offer a clinical
pharmacy and laboratory, imaging
services and a 50,000 square-foot
medical office building for specialty
and primary-care physicians.

Also planned for 2009 is the pro-

Phalor facility in the Canal Pointe
Industrial Park on Busey Road.

Phase I of the custom metal fabrica-

tor’s facility will include 30,000

square feet and 32 employees. If de-

mand dictates, this site could even-
tually be built out to include up to
120,000 square feet.

Businesses in the Diley Road area
will soon be more accessible to peo-
ple traveling from the north, thanks
to a road widening project that will
extend Pickerington’s portion of
Diley Road from two lanes to five
lanes. Canal Winchester widened

Diley Road within its corporation in

2007, in anticipation of the addi-
tional development in this area.

Canal Winchester’s 2009 street pro-

gram will consist of pavement work
in several different neighborhoods.
The largest portion of the project

will be in section 1 of Winchester Vil-

lage, which will be milled and over-
laid with spot curb replace-

ment. Additionally, High Street
south of Waterloo to Franklin Alley
will be milled and overlaid, the Vil-
lages at Westchester will have sev-

eral streets crack filled and the pave-

ment will be reconditioned, and

Winchester Trace will undergo pave-

ment reconditioning and have the
remainder of the pavement repairs

{ completed. Depending on bid

amounts, it may also be possible to

perform an additional pavement re-
= conditioning project in Ashbrook

Village and on Washington Street.

Also on the agenda for 2009 is the
formation of a Parks and Recreation
committee, which will work to renew
the contract between the village and
the school district so that the joint
recreation district (JRD) can con-
tinue into the long term. The con-
tract will give the JRD direction as to
what they can do financially as they
move forward. The committee will
also recommend what updates
should be made to parkland within
the village. In the meantime, the vil-
lage is working on the following im-
provements to its park system:

e Shelter houses, grills, an ex-
panded walking trail and fit-
ness stations at Westchester
Park

e  Multi-purpose fields, more
parking, tennis courts, shelter
houses with concessions and
restrooms, a tot-lot, expanded
leisure paths, a Frisbee golf
course, an outdoor amphithea-
ter and a possible pedestrian
bridge connecting the park to
the elementary school campus
at Walnut Creek Park

e A gazebo and expanded leisure
paths at James Kelley III Pre-
serve

Reflecting back on everything we’ve
accomplished over the past and
looking forward to projects on the
horizon makes me realize just how
far we’ve come in such a short time.
We are now seeing the result of
much of our hard work.

Thanks again to each of you who
help make Canal Winchester the ex-
traordinary place it is. I look forward
to a very bright 2009.

Sincerely,

LD ol

Michael Ebert
Mayor, Canal Winchester




Ilustration of Village Revenues and Expenses for 2008

2008 Village Revenues

Local Taxes $4,700,355.02

Charges for Services - $3,049,617.62
Water/Wastewater

Intergovernmental $1,754,492.91
Revenues

Fines, Licenses & $618,798.90
Permits

Reimbursements, $467,096.92
Interest, Misc.

Charges for Services - $124,825.57

Other

TOTAL REVENUE = $10,715,186.94

2008 Village Expenses

Debt Services $2,180,431.27

Water, Wastewater
& Stormwater

$2,168,797.76

$2,165,208.38
$2,068,652.69

Transportation

General Government

Security of Persons $928,106.85
& Property

Leisure Time Activities $391,784.63

Community Environment  $565,885.42

Capital Outlay $257,304.82

Public Health Services $40,773.28

TOTAL EXPENSES = $10,766,945.10

1%
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Tax Information for the Village of Canal Winchester

The Village of Canal Winchester does
not have a mandatory income tax filing
requirement for individuals if your em-
ployer withholds taxes. However, busi-
nesses are required to file. Forms are
available at the village’s municipal office
building or online through the City of
Columbus Income Tax Office at
www.columbustax.net.

Individuals are required to file tax re-

turns with the IRS, State of Ohio and
their school district. These forms are
available at all U.S. Post Offices and all
Columbus Public Libraries.

The following are resources for ques-
tions concerning taxes:

Federal Tax (IRS)
(800) 829-3676
WWWw.irs.ustreas.gov

Ohio Income Tax

(888) 405-4039
www.tax.ohio.gov

School Income District Tax
(614) 387-0222

Franklin County Property Tax
(614) 462-3211

Fairfield County Property Tax
(740) 687-7020




Living in Harmony With Our Fury Friends

While family pets enrich the lives of
many residents, pet ownership also
comes with many responsibilities. If
not properly cared for, domestic ani-
mals can become a nuisance to oth-
ers in the community. Below are
some guidelines regarding animals
as well as some tips on who to con-
tact in certain instances. Please note
that many of these “guidelines” are
governed by law and violation of
them could result in misdemeanor
charges.

e Dogs and cats should be kept
on their owner’s property.
When off premise, animals
should be kept on a leash or un-
der reasonable control of their
owners. Female dogs in heat
should always be leashed or
contained. To report a dog run-
ning at large, contact Franklin
County Animal Control at (614)
462-3400.

e Pet owners should not allow
their animal to relieve itself on
any public or private place
other than their property. Be-
yond the owner’s property, it is
acceptable for animals to use
areas between the curbs of pub-
lic streets or vacant, unoccupied
and unused private land as long
as the owner of the land does
not post signage prohibiting it.
It is then the responsibility of
the pet owner or person in
charge of the animal to clean up
and dispose of any waste left
behind by his animal. Concerns
about this should be directed to
the village’s municipal office at

(614) 837-7493.

Animals in our community are
protected from animal cruelty,
neglect and harm. If you suspect
a violation of animal rights, con-
tact the Capital Area Human So-
ciety at (614) 777-7387 to report
the problem.

—————
ennennnE 8,

It is reasonable to expect that a
dog may occasionally bark.
However, residents may not
keep dogs on their property that
create unreasonably loud and
disturbing noises through fre-
quent and habitual barking,
howling or yelping. Problems
with this may be reported to the
village’s municipal office at (614)
837-7493.

Reporting lost or found animals
should be done through the
Capital Area Human Society at
(614) 777-7387 or other area
shelters. You may also contact
the village’s municipal office at
(614) 837-7493 to see if any lost
or found animals have been re-
ported to the village.

The village employs an individ-
ual who is licensed to remove

nuisance animals. If you have a
wildlife problem of this nature,

Important Dates

Village Offices ........
please contact (614) 837-2254. Cio:egg ces
The village handles dead ani- Music & Art ............
mals on the road or in the right ~ in the Park
qf way within its corporation Village Offices ........
limits. To report these types of  (losed
problems, please contact the Di- .
vision of Streets at (614) 837- Music & Art ............
1992. in the Park
Village Offices ........
Closed
Music & Art ............
in the Park
Music & Art ............

in the Park

Friday, April 10

Friday, May 15

Monday, May 25

Friday, June 19

Friday, July 3

Friday, July 17

Friday, August 21
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Guide to Village Employees

614-837-7493
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov

Village Administration
36 S. High Street

Accounting Clerk ........cceevveveevieecieeeeeieeneenne 614-834-5106
Building Dept. Administrative Assistant ...... 614-837-7501
Building Official .........ccceeovieevieienieiecieene 614-834-5102
Clerk of Court .....cevveveeeieeieeieeieeiee e 614-837-7691
Community Affairs Director ...........cceeveeueenne 614-834-9727
Development Director ..........ccceeeeevvveseenueenns 614-837-1894
Finance Director ........ccecceeevveecieeecieesieenveenne 614-837-6937
MAYOT ..ttt 614-837-7493
Planning & Zoning Administrator ................ 614-837-6742
Receptionist ......cceeeveeeiieeiieeieeeieeeeeeeieeene 614-837-7493
Utility Clerk .....oeecveeveeeieeieeieeeeeeeeceee e 614-837-7716

Zoning OffiCer .......ccoeveeiierieniecieeeeeieeiene 614-834-5101

Community Center
22 S. Trine Street

Community Center .......c.cceevveeerverneeensueennne 614-837-8276
Construction Services
400 Ashbrook Road

Construction Services ..........c......... 614-834-5100, ext. 101

Department of Public Works

400 Ashbrook Road
Director of Public Works ................ 614-834-5100, ext. 109
Division of Streets ........ccccee vevenenen. 614-834-5100, ext. 105
Division of Urban Forestry ............. 614-834-5100, ext. 110
Division of Water Reclamation ...... 614-834-5100, ext. 103
Division of Water Treatment .........c............. 614-837-5623




